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Abstract 
When studying language, it is not only limited to studying the 
meaning of the word for word but also how one-word collocates 
with another word. This study was conducted to know the 
differences in collocations from the word isolation since the 
beginning of covid 19. This study used a corpus-based approach 
and qualitative research methods. The research data was 
collected from two different corpora, the English Web 2018 and 
Covid 19. Six collocations were taken from each corpus with the 
highest MI value. The results show differences in collocations in 
the word isolation since the emergence of Covid 19. In corpus 
English Web 2018, one collocation shows a negative meaning and 
four collocations indicate positive meanings. While in the covid 19 
corpus, two collocations show a negative meaning, and three 
collocations show a positive meaning. 
Keywords: semantic preference, semantic prosody, corpus 

 
 

Introduction 
Language will always be interesting field to study. Many scholars worldwide have 

made language the object of their research studies. Since then, many theories of 

language have developed rapidly and facilitated research in language study. When 

studying language, it is not only limited to studying the meaning of the word for word but 

also how one-word collocates with another word. A linguist from England named Firth 
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1950 first coined the term collocation (Hu 2015). Collocation revolves around that certain 

words combine with specific words in specific contexts. An analysis of the collocation 

must first be carried out to analyze the semantic prosody. Many scholars examine 

collocation as the focus of their research (Emery 1991), (Rodríguez and Goddard 2013), 

and (Gelbukh and Kolesnikova 2012). 

Many scholars have also carried out studies on the study of semantic preference 

analysis and prosody (Zhang 2010), (Cheng 2013), and (Bednarek 2008). Sinclair, in 

1991 was the first to come up with the terms preference semantics and prosody (Begagić 

2013). Semantic preference is a relationship, not between individual words, but between 

an entry or word form and a series of semantically related words. Semantic preference is 

also defined as the relationship between words and words that have a meaning 

relationship in the field of meaning (Lindquist 2018). A word or phrase is said to have 

negative or positive semantic prosody if the word or phrase is accompanied by lexical 

units with a negative or positive meaning (McEnery and Hardie 2011). 

Semantic preferences and semantic prosody will always be related to the corpus, 

which is indicated by several studies related to these three things (Liu 2020) and (Begagić 

2013). The corpus is a collection of authentic texts, both written and conversational 

transcripts in large numbers that are stored electronically. It shows that language studies 

have progressed with the advent of computer technology. The existence of a corpus, 

especially in linguistics, has helped linguists carry out research in large amounts of words. 

The emergence of the coronavirus in 2019 disrupted the human immune system 

worldwide and caused many changes to the study of linguistics.(Asif et al. 2020). Many 

new words appear as well as the use of different old words. It allows for changes in the 

collocation of each word which then gives a different meaning. For this reason, this study 

was conducted to determine whether there has been a collocation change in the word 

isolation since the emergence of covid 19. This study used the 2018 English Web corpus 
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and compared it with the Covid 19 corpus. Then, to find out the lexical meaning of node 

isolation by studying semantic preferences and prosody. 

 

Method 
This study uses a corpus-based approach and qualitative methods to analyze data 

from the corpus. The data is taken from the Sketch Engine corpus, which can be accessed 

via https://www.sketchengine.eu/  with the English Web 2018 and Covid 19 subcorpus. 

The collocation of the word isolation is used as data for analysis from the two subcorpus. 

There are several data collection procedures: first, determining the two subcorpus to be 

compared, namely the English Web 2018 corpus and Covid 19; second, finding the 

collocation with the highest MI value; third, analyzing each collocation semantically to 

determine the differences between collocations from the node isolation. 

 

Findings and Discussions 
Collocation of Isolation in The Corpus of English Web 2018 

The node in this study is the word “isolation”, followed by several different 

collocations in the corpus of English Web 2018. Many collocations follow node “isolation” 

in this corpora, but chosen collocations below are taken from the top five words often 

used as collocations from the word “isolation”. Five collocations were selected based on 

the highest MI value, as shown in the table below: 

Collocate Freq Coll. freq. T-score MI 

Loneliness  4525 76074 67,2527 12,0925 
Characterization  2558 162513 50,5329 10,1745 
RNA 2490 280493 49,8233 9,34826 
Reproductive  2036 217931 45,0563 9,42194 
Transformer  1314 88820 36,2158 10,0851 

Table 1. The collocation of “isolation” in the corpus of English web 2018 

https://www.sketchengine.eu/
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The data in table 1 shows that the word isolation in the corpus of English web 2018 

collocates with several words such as loneliness, characterization, RNA, reproductive, 

and transformer. The word “lonelines” has the highest frequency, with a value of 4,525. 

The second position is the word “characterization,” which has a frequency with a value of 

2558. The third, fourth, and fifth positions are RNA, reproductive, and transformer, with 

frequencies of 2490, 2036, and 1314, respectively. 

The following figure will show the application of each collocation of "isolation" in 

the corpus of English Web 2018. 

 
Figure  1. Concordance of “isolation” in the Corpus of English Web 2018 

Based on figure 1, most collocations of 'isolation' are placed on the right, and two 

collocations are on the left side. According to the online oxford dictionary, loneliness, 
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characterization, RNA, and transformer are nouns, while only reproductive is an adjective. 

The most collocation used by the node isolation in the corpus English Web 2018 is part 

of speech noun. There is only one collocation part of speech adjective. When the node 

isolation is on the right side, the collocation act as a modifier to modify noun after it. For 

example, RNA is a noun that modifies noun isolation. Another example is reproductive as 

an adjective to modify noun isolation. However, when the node is on the left side, the 

node act as a modifier to modify noun after it. For example, noun transformer is modified 

by isolation. The other two nouns are the collocations of the node isolation that always 

come together using conjunction and.   

 
Data 1. The combination of isolation and loneliness 

According to Online Oxford Learner's Dictionary, loneliness means feeling sad 

because you do not have people to talk to or have no friends. Loneliness is a noun, and 

isolation is a noun. The combination of those two nouns creates a negative meaning. 

Data 1 shows that feeling of loneliness and isolation among the elderly negatively affects 

them, so they need to converse with the youth. Those two words combine and make a 

negative meaning. 
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Data 2 The combination of isolation and characterization 

According to the online oxford dictionary, characterization is how something is 

described or defined, while isolation is the act of separating something. Characterization 

and isolation are nouns. Both words are usually combined and used in biological study. 

Microbial isolation separates one type of microbe from another from various microbial 

mixtures intending to obtain pure cultures. The biologist will know the bacteria's 

morphological, biochemical, and molecular characteristics. The combination of 

characterization and isolation based on data 2 has a positive meaning. 

 
Data 3 The combination RNA and isolation 

Data 3 shows that isolation collocation is placed on the right side. According to 

Online Oxford Dictionary, RNA is a chemical in all living cells, like DNA. RNA is a noun, 

and its combination with isolation is widely used in biological study by looking at data 3. 

RNA isolation is the first step biologists must take in the genetic engineering process 

before moving on to the next procedure. Just like data 2, the combination of RNA and 

isolation shows positive meaning in biological study. 
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Data 4 The combination of reproductive and isolation 

Data 4 shows isolation is collocated with the adjective 'reproductive' in the right 

place. Reproductive is connected to reproducing based on the online oxford dictionary. 

Like the last two data, reproductive collocated with isolation is used in biological study. 

Reproductive isolation is the ability to live things to interbreed with each other, but not 

with members of other species, which causes speciation. the sentence in data 4 explains 

that speciation occurs because of reproductive isolation. Just like data 2 and 3, the 

combination of reproductive and isolation shows positive meaning in biological study. 

 
Data 5 The combination of isolation and transformer 

 
Data 5 shows that isolation is collocated with 'transformer' as a noun. Based on 

the online oxford dictionary, a transformer is a tool to reduce or increase the voltage of 

an electric power supply. The sentence in table 5 shows that isolation transformer is an 

option needed when building infrastructure. The combination of isolation and transformer 

has a positive meaning.   

Collocation of isolation in the corpus of covid 19 
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The node in this study is the word “isolation” followed by several different 

collocations in the Corpus of Covid 19. Many collocations follow node “isolation” in this 

corpora, but chosen collocations below are taken from the top five words often used as 

collocations from the word “isolation”. Five collocations were selected based on the 

highest MI value, as shown in the table below: 

Collocate Freq Coll. freq. T-score MI 

Quarantine 1317 11619 36,243 9,5768 
Rooms 995 6762 31,5118 9,9533 
Precautions 800 7849 28,2431 9,4235 
Virus 765 18928 27,5571 8,089 
Kit 596 13903 24,3286 8,174 

Table 2. The collocation of “isolation” in the corpus of Covid 19 

 

The data in table 2 shows that the word isolation in the corpus of Covid 19 

collocates with several words such as quarantine, rooms, precautions, virus, and kit. The 

word “quarantine” has the highest frequency, with a value of 1317. The second position 

is the word “rooms,” which has a frequency with a value of 995. The third, fourth, and fifth 

positions are precautions, virus, and kit with frequencies of 800, 765, and 596, 

respectively. 

The following figure will show the application of each collocation of "isolation" in 

the corpus of covid 19. 
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Figure  2. Concordance of “isolation” in the Corpus of Covid-19 

 
Based on figure 2, most collocations of 'isolation' are placed on the right, and two 

collocation is on the left side. According to the online oxford dictionary, quarantine, rooms, 

RNA, and transformer are nouns. The collocation used by the node isolation in the corpus 

Covid 19 is part of speech noun. When the node is on the left side, the node act as a 

modifier to modify noun after it. For example, noun kit is modified by isolation. Another 

noun is the collocation of the node isolation that always come together using conjunction 

or.   
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Data 6 The combination of quarantine and isolation 

 
Based on the Online Oxford Dictionary, quarantine is when an animal or person 

has a disease isolated from others to stop spreading the disease. Quarantine and 

isolation are both nouns. The words isolation and quarantine are collocated to make 

negative meaning. The sentences in data 6 indicate support needs for people in 

quarantine or isolation. People have to be quarantined because they are infected with the 

virus or in contact with people infected with it. 

 
Data 7 The combination of isolation and rooms 

 
Data 7 shows that the word isolation is collocated with 'room'. Based on the online 

oxford dictionary, the room is a noun and has meaning as a part of a building, own walls, 

floor, and ceiling, and used for specific occasions. The sentence from data 7 shows that 

people infected by a virus use an isolation room. The combination of isolation and room 

creates a negative meaning. 
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Data 8 The combination of isolation and precautions 

 
Data 8 shows that isolation is collocated with precaution. Both precaution and 

isolation are nouns. Precaution means to do something in advance to avoid problems or 

prevent problems. The sentence from data 8 shows that it is necessary to follow isolation 

precautions to prevent SARS from spreading. The combination of isolation and precaution 

creates a positive meaning. 

 
Data 9 The combination of isolation and virus 

 
The online oxford dictionary says that a virus means a tiny living thing that can not 

be seen without a microscope and causes disease. Based on data 9, the words isolation 

and virus are collocated as nouns. The sentence from data 9 shows that an isolation virus 

is needed to diagnose or identify whether the coronavirus has infected someone. The 

word virus has a negative meaning, but it creates a positive meaning when collocated 

with the word isolation. 
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Data 10 The combination of isolation and kit 

 
Data 10 shows that isolation is collocated with kit. Both kit and isolation are nouns. 

The kit is the equipment used for a specific occasion. The sentence from data 10 shows 

that an isolation kit is used to extract RNA viruses according to WHO guidelines. The 

combination of isolation and kit creates a positive meaning. 

The Semantic Preference and Semantic Prosody of Node Word ‘isolation’ 
in the corpus of English Web 2018 

Semantic preferences are categorized based on collocations in each corpus of 

data. The semantic node isolation preferences in the corpus English Web 2018 are 

categorized into three types: emotion, science, and electricity. Loneliness is included in 

the emotion category. RNA, reproductive, and characterization are included in science 

category, and transformer is categorized as housing and architecture. Semantic prosody 

shows that the meaning of a word depends on its relationship to the words that 

accompany it. Node isolation on the corpus of English web 2018 will show a negative 

meaning when it collocates with the word loneliness, while node isolation will show a 

positive meaning if it collocates with the words characterization, RNA, reproductive, and 

transformer. 

The Semantic Preference and Semantic Prosody of Node Word ‘isolation’ 
in the corpus of Covid 19 
 

Semantic preferences are categorized based on collocations in each corpus of 

data. The semantic node isolation preferences in the corpus of Covid 19 is categorized 
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into only one type because all collocations are related to Covid 19. Semantic reference 

from the corpus of Covid 19 data is word and our environment. Semantic prosody shows 

that the meaning of a word depends on its relationship to the words that accompany it. 

Node isolation on the corpus of Covid 19 will show a negative meaning when it collocates 

with the words quarantine, and room, while node isolation will show a positive meaning if 

it collocates with the words such as precautions, kit, and virus.  

 

Conclusion 
This study indicates differences in collocations in the word isolation since the 

emergence of Covid 19. There are 6 collocations with the highest MI values taken from 

two different corpora, Corpus English Web 2018 and Covid 19, to determine each 

collocation's use of the word isolation. The findings of this study in the corpus of English 

web 2018 are; that one collocation shows the negative meaning, and four collocations 

indicate positive meaning. While in the corpus covid 19 data are, two collocations show 

a negative meaning, and three collocations show a positive meaning. 
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